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N reetings again

our blessed Lord
and Savior
Yeshua! It is such
a privilege for us to
serve the Lord in
partnership  with
you all. We hope
that as you cele-
brate the Resurrec-
tion this year, you
are reminded of the
hope that we all
share, and that you
continue to prayer
for those who des-
perately need to

in the name of

NANN AN NN

ur trip to the
Philippines
was one of the

really special things
that God has blessed
us with, Yet it also
drove home something
that I have been harp-
ing on for a long time;
the misplaced love of
the American church.
By this T mean that

when our Lord taught

us that where ife
our treasure is,
there will our ="

heart be also, He

meant that you
could tell a person's or
a people’s priorities
by where they spend
their money. He may
have had other things
in mind there also, but
his words meant at
least that much. T re-
member hearing in the
early eighties how
Christians owned over
$200 billion dollars
worth of church build-
ings. This was before
the popularity of the
church growth mental-
ity really took off. It
boggles the mind to
think of where that
number might be now.
We might need to ask

ourselves — “Are we
better off as a church
than we were then?”
Has the investment of
billions of dollars of
our money into build-
ings impacted our cul-
ture in some dramatic
way? Or in fact is it
the opposite — is our
culture so thoroughly
pagan now that we
cannot believe what is
considered normal? 1
believe it is the latter.
(For a much more
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ing at our “six flags
over Jesus" and

yawning. The pa-

gans outbuild us and
they out entertain us.
We cannot possibly
keep up with their
single-minded focus of
serving the “Self."” Yet
modern church growth
mentality has the same
focus, building up our
corporations, expand-
ing our market base
(being seeker sensi-
tive), and turning our

thorough
browbeating
on this sub-

Our culture is so thor-

oughly pagan now

pastors into
CEOs.
Even if 1

ject, please
check out my article
“How to Reach a Pa-
gan World.” in the Fall
98 edition of the [nter-
national Journal of
Frontier  Mission.)
The pagans are look-

were a
pragmatist, which T am
not, I would have to
ask myself, is it work-
ing? Have our beauti-

ful  buildings im-
pressed the lost and
{Continued on page 2}

T tis with great
i |J joy that Terri
i and 1 an-

§ nounce 10 you
i that we are the

up from the orphanage
where they had been for
the previous five years.
They are 12 and 10
years old respectively.
We are so blessed by
the Lord to bring them
into our family. We
thank our Lord and we
thank so many of you
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§ proud new par-

; who gave so graciously
i ents of a brother

to help us bring them

f and sister Gabe home. We could not
B and Rose! We have done this without
went  to  the  you. We give praise to
H Philippines  in  our Father for his gra-
late  February cious gift of so many

1 and picked them {Continuad on page 2)

{Cantinued from page 1)

=] brought  the
{| Kingdom of

| God into the

|| forefront  of

the cultural

~dscenario?

Association of Evan-
gelicals, since 1995
America has become
the fourth largest pa-
gan country in

ture, which despised
them. They had no
buildings on record
until 250 AD and the

in 311 AD the Chris-
tian church was turn-
ing the largest pagan
empire in world his-
tory inside out!

the world, and
the second

“The God who made the world

And without any
of the things we

pRAYEN
REQVE/T/

and all things in it, since he is
Lord of heaven and r.éll’ll\, does
nat dwell in temples made with

deem so neces-
sary. How did
they do this? 1

largest receiving
country of mis-
sionaries in the

Sadly, it has not, Qur
growth rate of born
again Christians is in

decline and this be-
comes even  worse
when we realize that
the Mormons are now
identifying themselves
as born again Chris-
tians in the polls! Ac-
cording to the National

world,  behind
only Brazil.

hands..."™ (Acts 17:20)

like to describe
the process as a

What can we do?
I am convinced that
we have much to learn
from our early church
brethren. They faced
a hostile pagan cul-

one they had, they lost
in a terrible persecu-
tion. But prior to Con-
stantine’s legalization
of the Christian faith

working out of
what the Apostle Paul
said in Ephesians 4:15
“speaking the truth in
love™. The early
{Continued on page 3)

T ~ " conditions - Frauke, =

All too sad... ctfeclw’cly greasing | pau] F, Steven Z., |

the skids for the | Nicki €, and others

4 YV ) = - Jehovah’s cults. People need | who suffer as well - |

: Witnesses  and  to be discipled, not | Becky G., Sherri C., ©

: ' : Sera PatF,, Laurel H, Liz =

S r @ - A recent sur- Mormons have just converted. o ‘
Onanued irom page : : :
e who sunort our| V€Y by the Mor- both ~  publicly ... | -Forour friends who
PEC S R SRR D : . thanked Christian - Over six mil- : i
family in this ministry,| mon cult in Africa "7 : _ : marriages are hurt- -
and who are so caring| showed that in a missionaries for llor?'sngnalurcs oning - Dave and
towards us. We do not| g vey of 400 re- plaZIng ‘IllC way petitions have been | Jenny, Carl and An-
deserve any of you, but il for them in Africa, gathered so far to| nette, Monte and |
yet the Lord has given CoE AL by translating :ncourage the Pope Robin, Bobby and |
you to us as friends. Mormonism, 398 Qs : di cnaals o it Coleen, Mike and
Thanks for serving our| were members of Cr(lip u-lcs, and in- 10 speak ex catie- Ruth, Bruce and Di- |
established. Chids: uo“ucu.lg puop!'c dra and make ane, Don and Peggy. |

T AT L churchestt @ “Christendom”, (Contiued onpago 4| - For the many peo-
ple trapped in the |

- For my family’s sal-
vation.

- For our children |

Gabe and Rose as |

home and family.

- For our friends
with life threatening =
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they get acclimated
to a new country and

concerned Christian =

any are keeping to them- saved. The group has left the cult in the past cult, and for the fam-

o f selves. If they really been told that they two years. It is very | ilv members who are |

the did believe that Jesus alone are  God's difficult for those whog hixrt'mg sobad. _'
"Concerned 15 coming back this “sp‘ecia] dumplings”,  have left the group to| _ For people tapped b
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[ Carestean™  1all, you would think  and no one else has a  grasp the lrue nature
B cult have  that they would be g & and the breadth of
i been l(.)- out witnessing to ”(jod’z’s done with the | the deception. Bgl

dcated in  everyone in sight, : the real Lord is
il some nice  but the fact that church, there is no more | faithful, and does

i condos in they don’t tells us % grace foranyorze” rant grace and

in another cult -
“good ground”, that |
I have been workmg {
with. B
- Please pray forf--
New Agers, Mor- |

i Greece. much about the

i ; cmercy, even to &
il Much like  group. The leader, Kim Miller thosc)in serious de- | mons, JWs, Muslims, |
fithe ones Kim Miller, told s ceplion. How | and many others that -
i who were me that “God is thankful we should | T have talked to over

[ found in done with the church, relationship with the all be for that! the past several
i Jerusalem, there is no more grace Lord. We are still years.
they havenice  for anyone”.  Only working with family ~ Y i

fcars,  nice those who are willing members and with
4 homes, and  to die for God can be  some people who have

{Cantinued from page 2) They were not afraid loved their own, so it  that it made sense for lhun and other very
——ichurch was that their culture wasand is not uncom- them to take care of practical ways of show-
HElnot afraid to  would not like them, mon for themto setup  their own people, what  ing them the love of
4f speak the since they had eyewit-  welfare organizations made no sense for God. The pagans could
Ytruth. They ness evidence that the for their own kind. them was for Romans not relate nor under-
| spoke out culture would hate and ~ What is uncommon i1s  to love Greeks! And stand. Tt is so contrary
~d against slav- evenkill them for their  for people to love vice versa. So into for them to think in
ery, war, ill treatment stand. Also the early those who are not like  this atmosphere the such a way. Let me
of the poor and elderly, church loved in church is born.  quote you Julian the
and against the false such a way that pa-| “,.Since 1995 America has be- §Jews started  Apostate, who was em-
beliefs and immoral  gans had no way to| come the fourth largest pagan [ loving Romans  peror of Rome from
practices of the pagan  respond. They country in the world” and Greeksand ~ 360-361. He writes a
religions. They also  modeled what the Ethiopians. letter to his pagan
spoke out against the Lord said, when he And it was not  priest in Galatia, a cer-
primary entertainment  told them to love their  them, cutting across cheap talk.  They tain Arcasius. It is
of their day, the ) neighbors and even  racial, class, and gen- loved them by adopt-  stunning to hear his
“games at the |ehd their enemies. Jesus der lines. In other ing them, by burying complaint against our
Coliseum.” law notes that the pagans words Romans saw their dead, by feeding  early church family.

C 7; “Why do we not notice that it is their kindness to strangers, their care for the
(3122 graves of the dead, and the pretended holiness of their lives that have done most
to increase atheism (i.e., Christianity). | believe that we ought really and truly

to practice every one of these virtues. And it is not enough for you alone to practice
them, but so must all the priests in Galatia, without exception. In every city establish
hostels in order that strangers may profit by our generosity; | do not mean for our own
people only, but for others also who are in need of money... for it is disqraceful that,
when no )ew ever has to bed and the 1mplous Galileans (Chrls’clans) support bo’ch thein |
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It is almost
humorous to imagine
the reaction of a pagan
priest being told to act
like a Christian! It
didn't happen and pa-
ganism in all its forms
became minor players
in the empire. It was
not the buildings or the
entertainment of the
Christians that brought
pagans in, it was the
love of God in Jesus
Christ that no pagan
could truly imitate.
New Agers in America
are talking this way, but

it is a pale shadow of
the real thing. Spend-
ing your life getting in
touch with your higher
self has a nasty way of
making you into a
completely self-
absorbed person.
Love against personal
interest can only come
from ane source,

This was a
long way around to get
to this: Imagine how
the world might react
if the church fell out of
love with their build-
ings and started emp-

tying out orphanages
around the world? In
the orphanage where
Gabe and Rose were,
there were 119 chil-
dren_in_about 1000

square feef,  Rose
shared a bed that was
a mattress on the floor,
about two feet wide,
with two other chil-
dren. In India you can
save a baby girls life
by giving a $200 do-
nation. Christians are
purchasing people out
of slavery in the Su-
dan. In other words, it

OWI PpOOr¢nd ours 45 WEil, 411 MeEn 5€€ TNdT our pEOPIC 1dCK giq Tram us.

is a crime that while
we pour out our love
on bricks, we could be
making a dramatic im-
pact all over the world.
Do we think it is possi-
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became normative
Christianity. I[magine
if pagans started seeing
that
transformed the ancient
pagan world. Think of

the same love

ble that pa-
gans  right
here in the
good  old
USA might
look at us a
bit  differ-
ently if we were to do
this? Ican already tell
you of individual
cases of this happen-
ing. Imagine if this

God’s love for
people...is at
the center of all}
He has done in §
this world. §

L, what it would
i be like to
 touch the

i heart of God,

i whose love
§ for his fa-
“ vorite  cre-

ation (people) is at the
center of all He has
done in this world.
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